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Proposal concerning the establishnent of an internationa

epi deni ol ogi cal noni toring network

Prelimnary renarks

Thi s proposal shall be without prejudice to the decisions to be nade

regardi ng the establishnent of an organization for the inplenmentation of the

future protocol

The epi dem ol ogi cal nonitoring network which is contenplated in this

proposal has a specific role to play in the inplenentation of the future

protocol. This role is conplenentary to the activities of other internationa

organi zations and is not intended to duplicate them

Al s

1. An international epidemological nonitoring network shall be established as

an instrunent fornmng an integral part of the organization in charge of

i mpl ementing the verification protocol to the 1972 Convention

2. The role of the international epidem ol ogica

nmoni toring network shall be

to collect all relevant information relating to the appearance of unusua

pat hol ogi es or epidemics. It shall be one of the instrunents used in

conjunction with the procedures for determ ning possible violations of the

Conventi on.
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3. The international epidemniological nmonitoring network shall, at the request
of the Organi zation or any State party, supply any relevant information drawn
up on the basis of collected and processed dat a.

4. The use of this information shall be w thout prejudice to decisions
ultimtely taken with regard to possible action in response to an event,
decisions which lie within the conpetence of the States parties.

I nstrunents

5. On the basis of information supplied by States parties, the internationa
epi demi ol ogi cal monitoring network shall establish validated epi dem ol ogi ca
dat abases for various geographical zones.

6. The international epidem ol ogical nonitoring network shall operate on the
basis of an electronic network for the notification of epidemni ol ogical data
concer ni ng out breaks of diseases in human beings, aninmals and pl ants.

7. The international epidem ol ogical nonitoring network shall receive

coll ect, process, analyse and store data supplied by States parties and

avail abl e rel evant information collected by existing internationa

organi zati ons.

8. The international epideniological nmonitoring network shall cooperate to
that effect, inter alia, with the Wrld Health Organization (WHO), the
International O fice of Epizootics (I10E), the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO and other relevant internationa
organi zati ons.

9. Drawi ng on appropriate expertise, the international epideniologica

moni toring network shall process the data supplied to it in order to determne
el ements which make it possible to distinguish pathol ogi es and epi demi cs
deenmed to be natural phenonena from pat hol ogi es and epi demnmics resulting from
artificial phenomena potentially related to a violation or attenpted viol ation
of the 1972 Convention

Undertaking on the part of States

10. Each State party will undertake to supply data on pathol ogi es or epidenics
whi ch have appeared in its territory or in areas under its jurisdiction or

control and which are caused by |isted pathogenic agents or
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toxins for nan, animals or plants, as well as any additional relevant data.
National authorities shall supply this data to the internationa

epi dem ol ogi cal nmonitoring network in accordance with agreed procedures.
Assi st ance

11. The reports and studies resulting fromthe activities of the network
may, if appropriate and with the agreenent of the States parties, contribute
to the inplenentation of preventive neasures taken agai nst epidem cs by States
parties and to the inprovenent of national systens of epidem ol ogica

surveil | ance



