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Recent scientific and technol ogi cal devel opments in the field of
bi ot echnol ogy, bacteri ol ogi cal (biological) agents and toxins for peacefu
applications have vastly increased the necessity and potential for exchange
and cooperation between States parties. Mre effective inplenentation of such
exchange and cooperation will pronote econom c and social devel opment and
scientific and technol ogical progress in all States parties, so as to make
bi ot echnol ogy benefit all mankind.

The legal instrument being fornulated by the Ad Hoc Working Group is
aimed at strengthening the effectiveness of the BTWC in a conprehensive
manner, including enhancing inplenentation of article X. Article X states
that “the States Parties to this Convention undertake to facilitate, and have
the right to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of equipnent,
materials and scientific and technol ogical information for the use of
bact eri ol ogi cal (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes”. Al
States parties therefore have a |l egal obligation to undertake and pronote
i nternational cooperation and exchange in peaceful applications of
bi ot echnology. In order to facilitate the inplenmentation of article X, the
future legal instrunent should make specific institutional and financia
arrangenments for this purpose. |In this connection, the future BTWC

Organi zation should take, inter alia, the follow ng specific measures:
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1. Providing assistance to the States parties which are | ess devel oped
in the field of biotechnology, at their request, to enhance their biologica
research capabilities and inprove their biosafety standard

2. Providing assistance to the States parties which are | ess devel oped
in the field of biotechnology, at their request, to establish national centres
for exami nation of biological agents and toxins, including training of
rel evant personnel, and exchange of exanination and identification techniques;

3. Exploring and formulating, within the tine_frame agreed upon by
States parties, specific neasures to facilitate exchange and cooperation
between States parties in the research and production of vacci nes and ot her
bi ol ogi cal products, and in equipnent, materials and scientific and
technol ogi cal information for the peaceful use of biological agents and
t oxi ns;

4. Establishing, within the tine_frame agreed upon by States parties, a
techni cal data bank on developments in the field of frontier science, such as
bi ot echnol ogy, genetic engi neering and nicrobiol ogy, so as to provide rel evant
technical information to States parties;

5. In order to strengthen States parties' biological defence
capabilities, and imrediately after the entry into force of the protocol
formul ating guiding principles on bilateral or nmultilateral exchanges and
cooperation in the followi ng areas, and determ ning their possible scope or
specific neasures: (a) relevant pathogens, toxins and other biol ogica
materials, and related information; (b) biological warfare surveillance and
war ni ng technol ogi es, detection, identification and decontani nation of
bi ol ogi cal warfare agents, and prevention di agnosis and treatnment of related

di seases.



