AD HOC GROUP OF THE STATES PARTIES
TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION

OF THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION AND BWC/AD HOC GROUP/WP.141
STOCKPILING OF BACTERIOLOGICAL .. March 1997

(BIOLOGICAL) AND TOXIN WEAPONS AND

ON THEIR DESTRUCTION Original: ENGLISH

Si Xt h sessi on
CGeneva, 3-21 March 1997

Wor ki ng paper submtted by the Friend of the Chair
on Definitions

The definitions of the follow ng operational ternms were
di scussed by the Ad Hoc Group and nay need further
consideration [including] in the context of specific measures
particularly being useful in the design of declaration
triggers and declaration formats wi thout any prejudice to
their application to any specific neasure.

The final decision on the definitions and their
applications could be nade when the di scussions on the
specific measure are conpleted by the Goup. The di scussions
were concentrated on the ternms which have received ngjor
support from del egati ons. There are, however, other terns
whi ch have been proposed by sone del egations, which, in their
view, need definition. This matter as well as any additional
proposal for definitions should be discussed by the G oup
where rel evant for specific nmeasures designed to strengthen
t he Conventi on.

1. Genetic nodifications

Cenetic nodification involves a [directed] process of
arrangi ng and mani pul ati ng nucl eic acids of an organismto
give it the capability to produce novel nolecules or to add to
it new characteristics.

It may include alterations in the genetic material of
organi sns in performng new functions |ike enhancenent or
reduction in pathogenicity and/or virulence; resistance to
biotic or abiotic stress; change in antigenicity, [enhancenent
in stability in environment] and ease of cultivation. [There
may be, however, for sonme neasures a need to exclude cl assica
genetic techni ques, natural processes, applications involving
somatic hybridoma cells, and sonme in vivo techniques.]



2. Mlitary nedi cal programme

Medi cal programme to nonitor, maintain and/or restore the
physi cal, nmental and social health, including detection,
di agnosi s, prophylaxis and treatnent of infectious di seases
and intoxications that occur naturally other than in the
context of defence against the use of microbial or other
bi ol ogi cal agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in arned
conflict.

3. Biological defence programe

[ Research, devel opnent, production, testing and eval uati on]
programme designed to detect and assess the inpact of any use
of mi crobial or other biological agents or toxins for hostile
purposes or in arnmed conflict, and/[or] to prevent, reduce and
neutralize the inpact of biological and toxi n weapons on
humans, animals or plants.

4. Biological defence facility

Facility which works in [one or nore of the follow ng areas
of ] a biol ogi cal defence programme [as one of its principal
and/ or permanent roles:

research, devel opnment, testing, production and eval uation]

5. Diagnostic Facility

Any facility which tests sanples for the purpose of
di agnosi s of human, animal and pl ant di seases by neans of
detection, isolation and identification of mcrobial or other
bi ol ogi cal agents or toxins, as well as by serol ogi cal
t echni ques.

A diagnostic facility may also carry out the production and
preparation of reagents for the above tests, and the
devel opnent of diagnostic techniques.

6. Mlitary rel ated bi odef ence progranmme

Bi ol ogi cal defence programme carried out by the mlitary.

7. Biosafety Level 3

Bi osafety | evel 3 conprises the safety practices, building
desi gns and equi pnent used in research, devel opnent, testing
or diagnos[tic work in |aboratory activities invol ving]
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m crobi al or other biological agents, or toxins that pose a
high risk of infection or intoxination.

[ Biosafety | evel 3] characteristics could include buildings
seal abl e for decontam nation, with a ventilation systemthat
establishes a directional airflow fromthe access space into
the | aboratory room double door entry into the room seal able
w ndows, the exhaust air fromsafety cabinets that pass

t hrough high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters and run
of f water disinfected. Equi pnment used inside could include

bi osaf ety cabi nets and speci al i sed aut ocl aves. Access
controlled, the two person rule whereby no individual ever

wor ks al one in the | aboratory applicable, biohazard warning
signs displayed when work is in progress and, where
applicable, protective |aboratory clothing, worn inside.

[8. Primary containnment in production

Primary contai nnent in production conprises the safety
practices and equi pnent design features used in production
activities involving mcrobial or other biological agents or
toxins where there is a need to prevent incidental release
into the environnent.] Oganisns [could] [are] [shall] be
handl ed in a system which physically separates the process
fromthe environment (closed system) with seals so as to
prevent rel ease of organisnms fromthe system exhaust gases
fromthe systemtreated so as to prevent rel ease and effl uent
treated before final discharge. Sanple collection, addition of
material to the systemand transfer of viable organisns to
anot her cl osed system perforned so as to prevent rel ease.
This systemcould be |ocated within a controlled area.

9. Wrk with |listed agents and toxins

Any mani pul ations with |isted biological agents and toxins
that cover for instance research devel opnent, production and
di agnosi s using |isted biological agents and toxins including
the study of properties of biological agents and toxins,
detection and identification nethods, genetic nodification,
aer obi ol ogy, prophylaxis and treatnent nethods [nmaintenance of
culture collections] [registered culture collection].

10. Vaccine
Preparations, including |ive-attenuated, killed or

otherwi se nodified organisns or their conponents, and nucleic
aci ds, which when introduced by any of nultiple routes into
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an organi sminduces in it an active [inmmune] [protective]
response, for both prophylactic or therapeutic use.

11. Production capability

Expertise and capability to produce m crobial or other
bi ol ogi cal agents or toxins, whatever their origin or nethod
of production.

12. Facility

A conbi nation of physical structures, equipnent, personnel
and principal associated support infrastructure whether under
construction, operational or non-operational for the
devel opnment, production, testing, processing, stockpiling,
ot herwi se acquiring or retaining mcrobial or other biological
agents or toxins."

13. Site
A geographically defined | ocation or area having an

identifiable boundary that contains [or has contained (in a
timeframe to be specified)] one or nore facilities.



