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THRESHOLD QUANTI TI ES
1. Role of threshold quantities

The determ nation of threshold quantities of |isted
m cro_organisns and toxins is viewed as a useful tool in
verification of conpliance with the BWC. The use of threshold
guantities is not aimed at limting the sphere of application
of article | of the BW,, since it is not prohibitive in
nat ure.

2. Types of threshold quantities and their use

Two | evel s of threshold quantities are established for
each individual strain (type) of listed m cro_organi smor
toxin at the nonitored facility - | ower and upper.

The | ower threshold corresponds to the maxi num quantity of
a pathogenic mcro_organismor toxin of an individual strain
(type) which need not be indicated in the annual declarations
of activities at a facility nonitored under the Convention at
whi ch the biological agent in question is produced and/ or
stored. The maxi mum current quantity of the |listed
m cro_organismor toxin in excess of the threshold |level is
subject to mandatory reporting in the annual declaration.

The upper threshold corresponds to the m ni num quantity of
a pathogenic mcro_organismor toxin of an individual strain
(type) for which prior witten authorization is required for
production or handling. The authorization places tenporal and
gquantitative limts on the production and use of the
bi ol ogi cal agent, and al so | ays down required nethods of
anal ysis of the quantity of biological agent and verification
of safety conditions.



Any decision to issue a witten authorization for the
stockpiling of a listed type (strain) of a m cro_organi sm or
toxin in quantities in excess of the threshold level is taken
by the Organization in response to a witten request fromthe
nonitored facility indicating the intended purpose (which nust
not run counter to the ainms of the Convention), and on the
basis of a prelimnary analysis of the safety conditions at
the facility making the request. In the analysis account mnust
be taken of the real likelihood of a violation of the
Convention, as well as of accidents, with due regard for al
the risks and concern on the part of other States parties as
to the activities conducted at the facility.

3. Technical basis for determning threshold quantities

The quantity of listed micro-organisns and toxins is
evaluated fromthe total quantity of infective
(incapacitating) doses (1D 50) which produce a reaction in
50 per cent of cases for the nost sensitive test subjects and
the nost common nethod of infection available at the facility.

The |l ower threshold | evel for the type of listed

m cro-organismor toxin is to be taken as the quantity
corresponding to the value 1 x 10" ID 50. The upper threshold
| evel for the type of listed mcro-organismor toxin is to be
taken as the quantity corresponding to the val ue

2 x 10" 1D 50.



