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Mr. Chairman,

On behalf of the delegation of Malaysia, | would like at the outset to congratulate
you on your assumption as the Chairman of the 2005 BWC Meeting of the
Experts and to assure you of our full support and cooperation in working with you

towards a successful conclusion of this meeting.

Mr. Chairman,

2. Malaysia is fully convinced that the establishment of an international code
of conduct for those engaged in the life sciences would certainly make a
significant and effective contribution in combating the present and future security
threats of biological weapons and bio-terrorism. While research on biological
science could be beneficial to mankind, historical incidents and events have
proven that the misuse of biological agents and toxins could result in catastrophic
consequences. In this regard, it is important that all parties who undertake
researches for technology advances in the field of biological sciences strengthen
their bio-safety and bio-security measures to ensure the safe handling of
pathogenic micro-organisms in their facilities. At the same time, Governments
should also develop procedures and legislations that aimed to contain the
movement and to minimize the risk of biological agent falling into the hand of

irresponsible individuals for deliberate criminal acts.

3. In Malaysia, steps have been taken to ensure that all the biological
science facilities adopt and adhere to various bio-safety procedures, in so far as
the known laboratories and biological agents are concerned. However, in view of
the rapid development of various biological agents in particular those with dual-
use characteristics, both the scientists and the enforcement agencies in Malaysia
need to continue acquiring further in-depth knowledge and understanding of the
characteristic of those biological agents, in order to develop measures that could

be implemented to contain them.






