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The Conference, notwithstanding and without prejudice to the legal positions of all States 
Parties, reiterates that the reservation of a purported right to retaliation, even conditional, through the 
use of any of the objects prohibited by the Convention is totally incompatible with the absolute and 
universal prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition and retention of 
bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons, with the aim to exclude completely and forever the 
possibility of their use. 
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