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1. The Conference underlines the importance of Article IV.  It reaffirms the commitment of 
States Parties to take the necessary national measures under this Article, in accordance with their 
constitutional processes.  These measures are to ensure the prohibition and prevention of the 
development, production, stockpiling, acquisition or retention of the agents, toxins, weapons, 
equipment and means of delivery specified in Article I of the Convention anywhere within their 
territory, under their jurisdiction or under their control, in order to prevent their use for purposes 
contrary to the Convention.  The States Parties recognize the need to ensure, through the review 
and/or adoption of national measures, the effective fulfillment of their obligations under the 
Convention in order, inter alia, to exclude use of biological and toxin weapons in terrorist or 
criminal activity. 
 
2. The Conference notes those measures taken by a number of States Parties in this regard, for 
example the adoption of penal legislation, and reiterates its call to any State Party that has not yet 
taken the necessary measures to do so immediately, in accordance with its constitutional processes. 
 Such measures should apply within its territory, under its jurisdiction or under its control anywhere.  
The Conference encourages each State Party to consider, if constitutionally possible and in 
conformity with international law, the application of such measures also to actions taken anywhere 
by natural persons possessing its nationality. 
 
3. The Conference urges States Parties to provide legal assistance in connection with criminal 
investigations or criminal proceedings relating to the development, production, acquisition, 
stockpiling or use by natural persons or legal entities of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment and 
means of delivery specified in Article I of the Convention. 
 
4. The Conference notes the importance of: 
 

- Legislative, administrative and other measures designed to enhance domestic 
compliance with the Convention; 

 
- Legislation, regulations and other measures regarding the physical protection of 

laboratories and facilities to prevent unauthorized access to and removal of microbial 
or other biological agents, or toxins; 
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- Inclusion in textbooks and in medical, scientific and military education programmes 
of information dealing with the prohibitions and provisions contained in the Biological 
and Toxin Weapons Convention and the Geneva Protocol of 1925; 

 
- Self-regulation of industry and the scientific community, through codes of conduct 

and ethical standards. 
 
5. The Conference believes that such measures which States Parties might undertake in 
accordance with their constitutional processes would strengthen the effectiveness of the Convention, 
as requested by previous Review Conferences. 
 
6. The Conference notes that some States Parties, as requested by the Second Review 
Conference, have provided to the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs information 
on the texts of specific legislation enacted or other measures taken to assure domestic compliance 
with the Convention.  The Conference invites these States Parties, and encourages all States Parties, 
to provide such information and texts in the future.  The Conference further notes that some States 
Parties have provided in response to the confidence-building measure agreed to at the Third Review 
Conference entitled “Declaration of legislation, regulations and other measures”.  The Conference 
encourages all States Parties to provide such information in the future.  In addition, the Conference 
encourages all States Parties to provide any useful information on the implementation of such 
measures. 
 
7. The Conference encourages cooperation and initiatives, including regional ones, towards the 
strengthening and implementation of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention regime. 
 
8. The Conference reaffirms that under all circumstances the use of bacteriological (biological) 
and toxin weapons is effectively prohibited by the Convention. 
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