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Addendum

1. In paragraph 22 of its report (BWC/CONF.V/PC/1), the Preparatory Committee for the
Hfth Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Deveopment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriologica (Biologica) and Toxin Wegpons and
on their Destruction decided to request the Secretariat to compile a background document on
compliance by States Parties with dl their obligations under the Convention. The Preparatory
Committee, furthermore, decided that for the purpose of preparing this document, the Secretariat
would request States Parties to provide information regarding compliance with dl the provisons of
the Convention.

2. The present document contains the information provided by States Parties to the Secretariat,
as of 26 November 2001, pursuant to paragraph 22 of the report of the Preparatory Committee.

Canada

1. It isthe Canadian view that the request emanating from the Preparatory Committee meeting
in April 2001 (BWC/CONF.V/PC/1, paragraph 22, page 4) embraces not only national

observance of legdly binding obligations established by the Biologica and Toxin Weapons
Convention (BTWC), but dso of paliticaly binding obligations resulting from undertakings by States
Parties as reflected in the Find Documents of past Review Conferences (i.e. obligations relating to
the submission of annua declarations under the agreed Confidence Building Measures (CBMS)).
This Canadian submission does not attempt to embrace dl of the information that we have provided
under the CBMs, and should be seen as complementary to those submissions.
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Artidel

2. Canadaisin full compliance with its obligations under Article|. Furthermore, in keeping
with the politicaly binding obligation of the CBMs, we have reported on the nature of the Canadian
biologica weapons programme asit existed historicaly and as terminated long before the entry into
force of the BTWC; and we continue to encourage other States Parties to report at an gppropriate
level of detall.

Articlell

3. Canadaisin full compliance with its obligations under Article I1, and once again we refer
States Parties to the text of our replies under the CBMs for other related information.

Articlelll

4, Canadaisin full compliance with its obligations under Article I11. Since the BTWC entered
into force in 1975, Canadian measures to implement its obligations have evolved with aview to
ensuring, to the extent possible, that materidss, equipment and technica expertise would not be
transferred to any recipient, directly or indirectly, to contribute to a biological wegpons program.
This we have done through the Export-Import Permits Act and related regulations, so that netiond
authorities maintain the necessary oversight of transfers and have the necessary legd authority to
intervene should there be any uncertainty or suspicious activity that would warrant such intervention.

ArticlelV

5. Canada has a broad range of existing laws and processes to implement our obligations
under Artide IV of the BTWC. It isthe Canadian view that the fulfillment of obligations under the
Convention isimportant, and thet it may be necessary to go even further than adhering to the strict
requirements of the Convention in order to exclude use of biological and toxin wegponsin terrorist
or crimind activity. As such, Canadaisin the process of reviewing its domestic legidation to
determine whether further measures may be necessary to address concerns related to use of such
wegpons for terrorigt or crimind activity. Proposals for both new and amended legidation are
currently before Parliament. These proposalsinclude a Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention Implementation Act, which would enable the establishment of a domestic compliance
regime that could include a responsible authority, submission of declarations and facility ingpections.

ArticleV

6. Canada has not invoked Article V. Canada participated in, and served as a vice-chairman
for, the Formal Consultative Mesting convened in 1997. We fully support Article V, and we do not
interpret it as being a prior stage that needs be invoked before proceeding to Article VI of the
Convention, should circumgtances so warrant. Canada fully supports the politically binding
agreements reached at the Second Review Conference and the Third Review Conference
concerning the exchange of information under the heading of Confidence Building Measures, and we
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have congstently participated in every one of these exchanges.
Article VI

7. Canada has not invoked the provisions of Article VI nor has any other State Party invoked
the provisons of Article VI against Canada.

ArtideVII

8. Canada has not been requested to provide assistance under Article VII.
ArticleVIII

9. On 19 October 1999, Canada withdrew itslast reservation to the Protocol for the
Prohibition of the Usein War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of Bacteriologicd
Methods of Warfare, done at Geneva on June 17, 1925, which reserved the right of Canadato use
chemica wegponsin retdiation for their use againgt Canada or itsdlies.

ArticlelX

10. A State Party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemica Weapons and on Their Destruction (CWC), Canada implements
fully the Convention’s obligations. Nationa implementing legidation isin place, regulations under the
Export and Imports Permit Act were revised to reflect the Convention, and a Nationa Authority,
located in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Internationa Trade, has been established. Canada
participates actively in the work of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemica Wegpons
(OPCW) towards the effective implementation of the Convention, and is active in encouraging and
Supporting its universaization.

ArtideX

11. Canada contributesin many ways, bilaterdly and multilaterdly, to economic and
technologica development progams consistent with the Article X provisions of the Convention.
These contributions take awide variety of forms, including: student exchanges, professond
exchanges, convening of conferences open to interested professionds; training courses such asin the
fidds of biosafety with respect to the handling of human and anima pathogens; assstancein the
provison, directly or indirectly, of expertise that contributes to the detection, diagnosis and treatment
of disease; cooperative research projects; data base creation and exchange, for example BIONET
and GPHIN; and other activities, some of which are dso represented in our CBM returns related to
the encouragement of the publication of results and promoation of the use of knowledge (CBM "C")
and active promotion of contacts.

12. Canada is committed fully to furthering the development and application of scientific
discoveriesin thefied of bacteriology (biology) for the prevention of disease and works on many
frontsto thisend. The Department of Hedlth's (Hedlth Canada) Office of Biosafety isamember of
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the World Hedth Organization (WHO)'s Biosafety Advisory Group and a member of the
International Biosafety Leve 4 Users Group. The Office of Biosafety is aso designated asa WHO
Collaborating Centre in Biosafety Technology and Consaultive Services. Its activities contribute to the
internationa exchange and development of biosafety and biocontainment programmes necessary in
thefield of biologicd activities. Examples of measures relevant to Article X taken by the Office of
Biosafety include:

. an initiative to develop an internationa reporting mechanism for laboratory-acquired
infections (LAI). This web-based system will enable the anonymous reporting of LAIs and
will indude information on the agent causing the infection, the type of accident (if any)
preceding the infection, the route of exposure, the type of Iaboratory, and the occupationa
group of the individua who contracted the infection. The data generated will be used to
develop evidence-based biosafety guiddines and standards.

. provision of assistance to the Caribbean Epidemiology Centre (CAREC) on their Policy for
Laboratory Support to Tuberculosis Control Programmes in the Caribbean;

. provision of advice on biocontainment technology and equipment design to nationd and
international standard setting associations with respect to sharps containers, fume hoods,
biologica safety cabinets, medical laboratory systems and automated nucleic acid
processing chambers;

. presentetion of atraining video & the Internationa Leve 4 Users Group meeting in Atlanta
(February 10, 2000) outlining Canadas emergency response procedures in the unlikely
event of an accident involving shipments of Risk Group 4 (RG 4) human pathogensto the
level 41aboratory in Winnipeg. Copies of this video were aso distributed internationdly;

. maintenance of the Materia Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for infectious substances, widdy
used by laboratories in Canada and abroad; and

. production of a quarterly biosafety listing, distributed nationaly and internationaly, of
recently published biosafety literature.

13. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), specificaly the Biohazards Containment &
Safety Unit, aso contributes to the implementation of Article X. Representatives of the CFIA attend
variousinternaiona conferences and symposia on Biohazard Containment and the Unit participates
ininternationa Level 4 meetings. CHA serves on the executive of the Internationa Veterinary
Biosafety Working Group and delivered a presentation on Canadian veterinary biocontainment labs
at the working group’s May 2000 meseting in Paris. Consistent with Canadd s Article X
commitment to fadilitate the fullest possible exchange of scientific and technologicd information,
CFIA and the Department of Hedlth offered jointly athree-day course (“Biohazard Containment:
working safely in Level 3 Laboratories’) in 2000 and in 2001 that was open to personnel designing,
congtructing, managing or working in level 3 facilitiesin Canada ard abroad.
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14. In kegping with the paliticaly binding obligation of the agreed Confidence Building Measures
(CBMs), Canada has reported annually on the nature of Canadian implementation of Article X of
the Convention. We continue to encourage other States Parties to report at an gppropriate level of
detall.



