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The meeting was called to order at 11.10 am.

OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE BY THE UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR
DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS (item 1 of the provisiona agenda)

1 The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT declared open the Fifth Review Conference of the
States Parties to the Conference on the Prohibition of the Developmert, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriologicd (Biologicd) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction.

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT (item 2 (@) of the provisional agenda)

2. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT drew attention to paragraph 12 of the report of the
Preparatory Committee, stating that the Committee had agreed to recommend to the Fifth
Review Conference that Mr. Tibor Téth, Ambassador of Hungary, should preside over the
Conference.

3. Mr. Tibor Téth (Hungary) was dected President by acclamation.

4, The PRESIDENT thanked all delegates for the honour bestowed on him and assured
them that he would do his utmost to dispaich his dutiesin a diligent, fair, transparent and
efficient manner. It wasthe duty of the Review Conference to fulfil the task set for it under
aticle XI1 of the Convention and, in addition, to consder a number of specific areasidentified at
the Fourth Review Conference in 1996, including the impact of scientific and technological
developments related to the Convention, the implications of the entry into force and operation of
the Chemical Wegpons Convention, the effectiveness of the confidence- building measures
agreed upon a the Second and Third Review Conferences and the role of the United Nationsin
providing resources to facilitate the effective implementation of Review Conference decisons.

5. The circumstances in which the Fifth Review Conference was required to accomplish its
task differed markedly from and were more difficult than those in 1991 or 1996, the years of the
Third and Fourth Review Conferences. The recent instances of bioterrorism prompted the
thought that the use of biologica wegpons could become afact of everyday life throughout the
world, anotion which serioudy undermined the prohibitions established in the Biological
Wegpons Convention. Furthermore, the process launched in 1991 at the Third Review
Conference, which had progressed from the consideration of possible verification measures to
grengthen compliance with the Convention to the launching, in 1995, of negotiations on a
compliance protocol, had halted abruptly in August 2001. It was therefore up to States parties at
the Fifth Review Conference to find ways of sustaining the biologica wegpons prohibition
regime over amuch longer period of time and to ensure both its authority and its permanence.
Such were the expectations of the international community and he hoped that he could count on
delegations to achieve these in a spirit that was both congtructive and redigtic.

MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS (item 2 (b) of the
provisona agenda)

6. Mr. DHANAPALA (Under-Secretary-Generd for Dissrmament Affairs) read out a
message to the Review Conference from the Secretary-Generd of the United Nations. In the
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message, the Secretary-Genera said that 144 States had now entered into a commitment never,
under any circumstances, to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain biologica
or toxin wegpons. They had rightly recognized that the use of biologica agents and toxins as
weapons would, in the words of the Convention’s preamble, “be repugnant to the conscience of
mankind”. Preventing the use or threat of use of biologica agents and toxins was more
important than ever - the horrific attacks of 11 September 2001 in the United States could have
been far worse if weapons of mass destruction had been used. The chdlenge for the
internationa community was clear: to implement, to the fullest extent possible, the prohibition
regime offered by the Convention.

7. Sgnificant obstacles had to be overcomeif that goa wasto beredized. Despite great
effort, the States parties had been unable to conclude work on a draft protocol that would address
key issues such asthe lack of a compliance mechanism, the need for increased transparency and
cooperation for the peaceful uses of biotechnology. The Convention lacked universdity. Only a
limited number of States parties provided information as a confidence- building measure. In

recent weeks, the world had seen the use of biological agents to create chaos and terror.

8. At the naiond levd, countries must tighten their nationd legidation and the acquidtion

or use of biologica wegpons must be crimindized. The internationa community also had to be
prepared to assist member Satesin the event that prevention failed. The United Nations, for its
part, stood ready to play a coordinating rolein that regard.

0. With regard to the current concerns about terrorism and the use of biologica wesgpons,
and adso the difficulties faced by multilateral dissrmament negatiations in generd, he urged
participants a the Fifth Review Conference to overcome ther differences and take the crucid
steps to preserve and strengthen the Biological Wespons Convention. He conveyed his best
wishes for a successful conference.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (item 3 of the provisonad agenda)

10. The PRESIDENT drew atention to the provisiona agenda recommended by the
Preparatory Committee in annex 1 of its report (BWC/CONF.V/PC/1). It was his understanding
that delegations needed a little more time for the further consideration of certain e ements of the
draft agenda. Accordingly, he proposed that, before adopting the provisona agenda as awhole,
the Conference should first condder items 1-10 (@), S0 as not to lose any time.

11. It was so decided.

SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE (item 4 of
the provisona agenda) (BWC/CONF.V/PC/1)

12. The PRESIDENT, spesking as Chair of the Preparatory Committee, introduced the
Committee' sfind report, noting with satisfaction thet al the Committeg' s decisons and
recommendations had been adopted by consensus, thanks to the spirit of goodwill and
cooperation demonstrated by the participants. Particular thanks were due to the Vice-Chairs of
the Committee and the coordinators of the regiona groups, aswell asto the secretariat saff for
its help in preparing the Conference.
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13. He recalled that the Preparatory Committee had decided to transmit to the Conference a
document containing background information on the participation of States parties in the agreed
confidence-building measures (BWC/CONF.V/2 and Corrs.), afurther background information
document on compliance by States parties with dl their obligations under the Convention
(BWC/CONF.V/3 and Adds.) and a paper on new scientific and technologica devel opments
relevant to the Convention (BWC/CONF.V/4 and Adds.).

ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE (item 5 of the provisiona agenda)

14.  The PRESIDENT invited the Conference to consider the draft rules of procedure
recommended by the Preparatory Committee (BWC/CONF.V./PC/1, annex I1) and drew its
attention to paragraphs 19 and 20 of the Committee' s report, recommending adjustments to
rules5 and 8, namely, to dect a second Vice-Chair of the Drafting Committee and to enlarge the
membership of the Genera Committee to include the Vice Chairs of the Committee of the
Whole, the Drafting Committee and the Credentids Committee, the regiona group coordinators
and representatives of the three depositary Governments. With regard to the participation of
non-governmenta organizations, he recalled that the Preparatory Committee had agreed to retain
paragraph 5 of rule 44 and to continue the arrangements adopted at the Fourth Review
Conference, enabling non-governmental organizations to make presentations to the Conference
at an appropriate time.

15. The rules of procedure, as amended, were adopted.

ELECTION OF THE VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE CONFERENCE AND CHAIRS AND
VICE-CHAIRS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE
AND THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (item 6 of the draft agenda)

16. The PRESIDENT recdled that, under rule 5 of the rules of procedure and paragraph 19
of the report of the Preparatory Committee, the Conference had to elect 20 Vice Presidents,

10 members of the group of non-aligned and other States, 6 members of the Western group and 4
members of the group of Eastern European States.

17. Following consultations in the various regiond groups, the following candidates had
been proposed:

Group of non-aigned and other States: Brazil, China, Cuba, India, Indonesia,
Libyan Arab Jamarhiriya, Maaysia, Mexico, Peru and South Africa;

Western group: Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Republic of Korea and Sweden;

Group of Eastern European States. Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Poland and
Russian Federation.

18. The States parties named were dected Vice-Presidents by acclamation.

19. ThePRESIDENT sad that, following consultations, it had been recommended that
Mr. Reimaa (Finland) should be eected Chair of the Committee as awhole and
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Mr. Labbé (Chile) and Mr. Jakubowski (Poland) Vice-Chairs. In addition it had been
recommended that Mr. Aakram (Pakistan) should be elected Chair of the Drafting Committee
and Mr. Lutay (Russian Federation) and Mr. Faessler (Switzerland) Vice-Chairs. Findly, it had
been recommended that Mr. Soltanieh (ISamic Republic of Iran) should be eected Chair of the
Credentid's Committee and Mr. Sanders (Netherlands) Vice-Chair.

20. Mr. Remaawas e ected Chair and Mr. Labbé and Mr. Jakubowski Vice-Chairs of the
Committee of the Whole by acclamation

21. Mr. Akram was eected Chair and Mr. Lutay and Mr. Faesder Vice-Chairs of the
Drafting Committee by acclamation

22. Mr. Soltanieh and Mr. Sanders were e ected Chair and Vice-Chair, respectivdy, of the
Credentia's Committee by acclamation

CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CONFERENCE (item 7 of the
provisona agenda)

@ APPOINTMENT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

23.  The PRESIDENT sad that, under rule 3 of the rules of procedure, the Conference had
a0 to gppoint five further members of the Credentials Committee, on the proposd of the
Presdent. Following consultations with delegations, he proposed the gppointment of
representatives of the following five States. Audtraia, Colombia, Romania, Ukraine and
Venezuda

24. It was so decided.

25.  The PRESIDENT reminded the delegations which had not yet done so that they should
present their credentials.

CONFIRMATION OF THE NOMINATION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (item 8 of the
provisond agenda)

26. The PRESIDENT informed the meeting that, in accordance with the invitation by the
Preparatory Committee in paragraph 26 of its report, the Secretary-Generd of the United Nations
hed provisonaly nominated Mr. Roman-Morey, Director of the Geneva Branch of the
Department for Disarmament Affairs, as Secretary-Generd of the Conference. If there were no
objections, he would take it that the Conference wished to confirm Mr. Roméan-Morey as
Secretary-Generd of the Conference.

27. It was so decided.

PROGRAMME OF WORK (item 9 of the provisiond agenda)

28.  The PRESIDENT drew aitention to the indiceative programme of work in annex |
to document BWC/CONF.5/1. He noted the plan for the meeting on Wednesday
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afternoon, 21 November 2001, to end at 4 p.m. to enable non-governmenta organizations with a
long-gtanding and congtructive interest in the Convention to make presentations to the
Conference. He added that it might be necessary to amend the indicative programme of work in
the light of the decision to be taken on the agenda. If there was no objection, he would take it
that the indicative programme was adopted.

29. It was so decided.

REQUESTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE

30. ThePRESIDENT sad that two States not party to the Convention, namely, Isradl and the
Holy See, had requested the status of observers, in accordance with paragraph 2 (a) of rule 44 of
the rules of procedure. If there was no objection, he would take it that the Conference wished to
grant that request.

31. It was so decided.

32. The PRESIDENT added that the International Committee of the Red Cross had also
gpplied for observer status and for permission to make a statement in that capacity during the
genera debate. If there was no objection, he would take it that the Committee agreed to that
request.

33. It was so decided

REVIEW OF THE OPERATION OF THE CONVENTION ASPROVIDED FORIN ITS
ARTICLE XII (item 10 of the provisond agenda)

€) GENERAL DEBATE
34.  Mr. LINT (Belgium) (spesking on behdf of the European Union and associated

countries), Mr. BOLTON (United States of America), Mr. GOOSEN (South Africa),
(Mr. SANO (Japan), Mr. BASIT (Pakistan) and Mr. SHA Zukang (China) made statements.

Themedlingroseat 1.10 p.m.




